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The Peregrines Are Back - Falcon Watch 1998 


by Brian Bnrgon 

For the fourth consecutive year, 
downtown Hamilton is the home of 
Peregrine Falcons. Although sightings of 
falcons continued throughout the winter 
months, the birds returned to the familiar 
perches on the Sheraton Hotel and the 
Standard Life Building on Wednesday, 
March 4, about one week earlier than in 
1997, and just hours after installation of a 
monitoring camera by the Canadian 
Peregrine Foundation (CPF). The activity 
on the Sheraton roof actually seemed to 
draw the birds back to the nest. 

In the weeks leading up to the event, 
we were reminded of their presence by 
feathers fluttering by the office windows 
from feeding ledges higher up on the 
Stelco Tower, and by half-eaten carcasses 
on the roof tops of adjoining buildings. 
One day in mid-February, the well picked 
over remains of a pigeon decorated the 
north-east comer of the Ellen Fairclough 
Building. 

The carcass remained untouched for 
most of the morning hours but in the early 
afternoon, a Red-tailed Hawk landed 
nearby, hoping to scavenge an easy meal, 
Hardly had the hawk's talons touched the 
building when a falcon, likely a female 


judging from its size, swooped in from 
some unseen perch and drove the 
opportunist off. 

Nature’s law of dominance of the 
fittest held th; day on Friday, March 6. 

At about 2:00 p.m., the adult male 
was seen flying between the Standard 
Life Building and the Stelco Tower clearly 
in an agitated state, A bizarre scene was 
taking place right in the nest scrape. What 
at first appeared to be a single falcon was 
seen jostling in the west end of the scrape, 
wings flapping and partially spread, even 
in this confined space. In a moment, the 
melee exploded into the air, revealing 
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two combatants, both large, probably 
female, and obviously in a beak-to-beak 
contest for mating rights at this site. An 
hour later, peace had returned; the male 
falcon in a favourite perch on the 
penthouse of the Standard Life, the 
victorious female on the roof level of the 
same building. 

So began the excitement of 
FalconWatch 98. The addition of video 
monitoring equipment by the CPF will 
add a new dimension to the project this 
year. Technology will carry the success 
story of the Hamilton nest site into the 
homes of thousands of people, both via 
the CPF’s and Hamilton Naturalists’ 
Club’s web sites. 

However, come June, when (we hope) 
several fledglings try out their wings on 
the nest ledge, FalconWatch will be there. 
A young falcons’ first encounter with the 
world often results in an ungraceful 
landing on a roof or a sidewalk; the 
fledgling, unfamiliar with the downtown 
environment, might interpret a plate glass 
window to be open sky. Dozens of 
volunteers are needed to provide dawn- 
to-dusk, seven-day-a-week monitoring 
during the fledging period which is usually 
three weeks in duration. To join in the 
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Lunch with a Kestrel 


1998 monitoring effort, visit the 
FalconWatch table at the HNC monthly 
meetings; or leave your name and phone 
number on the HNC Rare Bird Hotline at 
(905) 648-9537; or register at the HNC 
web site: 

-http: //vvww. fr eenet .hamilton. on ca/link/ 
hamnature/index.html 

and look for the peregrine page. Pp 

Celebrating 

Paradise 

by Barb McKean 

"Celebrating Paradise" will take 
place on Saturday, April 25 at the RBG 
Nature Centre and Arboretum onOld 
Guelph Road. 

Experience the successes of the 
Cootes Paradise restoration project 
during this day long festival Scientists 
involved with the project will) be on 
hand to lead tours, and offer lectures 
and demonstrations on various aspects 
of the project. See the Fishway in 
operation and get the inside scoop on 
work that has been going on in and 
around the marsh. 

Tour the aquatic plant nursery, 
leam about pike spawning habitats in 
Grindstone Creek, talk turtles or go on 
a guided bird walk. Regular RBG 
admission applies (RBG members 
free). Call (905) 527-1158 for details. 

We're looking for HNC members 
who would be willing to volunteer at 
this event. If you w'ould like to lead a 
bird walk, introduce speakers, or help 
at the children’s area or information 
desk, please call Barb McKean at 527- 
1158 x247, by Apiil 15. 


by Ken Pearce 

After reading Bruce Duncan’s 
account of lunch with a snake, I was 
inspired to share my account of lunch 
with a Kestrel . Well actually, I had already 
had my lunch, and the Kestrel had just 
arrived with his. 

There is a fifteen-minute parking spot 
just north of the High Level bridge, and 
steps up to an elevated lookout over the 
w'est end of the bay. Several metres away 
is a flat topped utility pole. Just as I got 
there, the Kestrel arrived and landed on 
the pole with a fresh caught mouse I 
watched with my scope utterly fascinated 
for about twenty minutes as the bird 
removed every scrap of flesh from the late 
mouse and devoured it. being left with 
only the fur. 

Then it started to eat the fur. At this 
pomt I was glad that I had already eaten. 


by Lois Evans 

Held annually in May, the purpose of 
this event is to raise funds for avian and 
environmental activities across Canada. 
Participants tally as many species of birds 
as they can during a twenty-four hour 
penod. Their sponsors support them with 
either a flat donation or by the number of 
species seen (all contributions are tax- 
creditable) 

Participants can opt to have a 
percentage of the total they raise returned 
to a club of their own choosing. The 
following persons participated on behalf 
the HNC in 1997: Glenn Barrett, Lois 
Evans, Dean Gugler, Lynne Keegan. Roy 



The fur didn’t go down so well, and there 
was a time when I thought I may have to 
do the Heimlich manoeuvre on him. By 
this time, with the fur sticking out both 
sides of his face, he looked like a Father 
of Confederation. But, alas, he got it all 
down and then checked around to see if he 
had missed any before settling down for 
a much needed rest. 

One of the pleasures of retirement is 
having the tune to observe the above. |p| 


King, Shirley Klement, Ursula Kolster, 
Matt Mills, Mike Street, Ron and Lynda 
Valentine, Margaret Walton and Bob 
Westmore. Collectively they raised 
$3679.58. Of this total, $962.85 or the 
equivalent of 38 memberships was 
returned to our Club to be used towards 
our own activities. 

All of the aforementioned persons 
are probably going to participate again 
this year and any of them w'ould be 
delighted to add your name to his or her 
list of sponsors. Or, if you yourself would 
like to take part, you can obtain a 
participant’s lot by contacting Lois Evans 
at 545-8171. PI 


Baillie Birdathon 
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Bird mg in Ottawa After the Big Ice Storm 


by Wolfgang Lit ft 

On the weekend of the 21 and 22 
Feb man' we went to visit our relatives in 
Ottawa and to attend their Winterlude 
activities. Paradoxically these were 
canceled due to inclement weather, TOO 
WARM Tliis gave us time to do birding 
at some of the usual places that we go to 
on our frequent visits. 

The following are some casual, not 
necessanly scientific observations from 
the capital region. Being familiar with the 
conditions to expect at this time of year 
and coming from a more southerly region 
of Ontario, it was interesting to see the 
effects of the big freezing rain / ice storm 
of early January. 

Although the ice had long disappeared 
some of the effects w'ere still visible. 
Ottawa was affected by the ice rain storm 
that hit the Northeast area of the continent. 
In particular the ice here was less severe 
than in Montreal to the southeast but w'as 
still in the region of 10 to 15 mm. Hence, 
this caused considerable damage to the 
forests and in the city itself. 

Many branches were knocked off 
and crowns of trees were severely 
damaged along with trees being bent to 
tlie ground such that the crowns are now 
touching the ground (birch in particular). 
As an aside, the March/Apnl edition of 
the Canadian Geographic has an 
interesting preliminary report and pictures. 

In the several areas that I covered in 
my tours the bird population was 
extremely sparse. In one place (Stoney 
Swamp) that I always visit, the only birds 
found were Chickadees and Crows in any 


number. Only one Cardinal was observed. 
What is more significant is that no 
nuthatches, woodpeckers or finches were 
found. At the least, these species can all 
be expected at this time of year, especially 
with the particularly mild conditions of 
this weekend where the temperatures were 
above freezing (3-5 degrees) and sunny 
with little wind. In a more protected area 
(Britannia) the conditions were not any 
better. 

On a drive to the Quebec side again 
very small numbers of birds were seen 
hanging around habitations. The Ravens 
were not affected nor were the gulls, 
geese and ducks 

Even more revealing were 
observations made by people who know 
the area. The relatives that we visit 
(although nol birders have been trained 
by us to identify what they see), do have 
feeders and had observed that there had 
been no activity 7 at their feeders since the 
ice had left. They had not had to refill 
them even once, when normally they put 
out about a kilogram of food in a w'eek. 

That weekend we had no birds at the 
feeders and suet balls, except a Chickadee 
that was seen in the area for the first time 
on the twenty-second after an absence 
since the ice. 

The normal species that frequentthese 
feeders are Chickadees, House Sparrows, 
Starlings, Mourning Doves, Rock Doves, 
House Finches and Cardinals. I observed 
a small number of Starlings and Rock 
Doves in the vicinity but in far fewer 
numbers than normal. 

There was no ice on the vegetation 


anywhere, however snow cover was still 
complete with generally only five to 10 
cm of compact snow and one would 
expect high activity at the feeders. 

The house of the relatives is situated 
in the core city in a well-established area 
withplenty oftrees and ornamental bushes 
with many people feeding birds, but as 
observed very few birds were evident 
probably having left the area during the 
ice conditions and atthatpointjust starting 
to return. 

These were the immediate effects of 
the ice. Although there was undoubtedly 
some mortality caused by the ice, I would 
imagine that most of the absence of the 
birds was caused by the birds just leaving 
and going to areas not as affected. Some 
of the poorer flying birds such as Grouse 
and ground feeding birds were perhaps 
more severely impacted along with the 
mammals. 

I would predict that the population 
dynamics will be interesting over the next 
ten years as many of the broken branch 
tips become infected with fungus and 
infested with insects. Many cavities for 
cavity nesters will also develop. I would 
suspect that small owls, Chickadees and 
woodpeckers will really benefit over the 
next several decades. I would see several 
grad students having projects here. 

I thought this somewhat negative 
bird activity report would be of interest to 
you and may induce you to visit the 
Ottawa area over the next several years to 
see the ecological changes that take place 
because of this “calamity. |U 
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FON Conference: Watersheds, Wetlands, Woodlots 


by Don McLean 

Naturalists across the province 
always look forward to the annual 
conference of the Federation of Ontario 


for Robert Bateman’s keynote address on 
Saturday morning, titled “Reflections of 
the Twentieth Century: How Did We Get 
Here?”. Tins discussion of the problems 


Aleta Karstad. tire well -known artist and 
naturalist is another guest lecturer. One of 
the outdoor activities is a tour of the 
university’s Wild Bird Clinic. 


Naturalists. This year it is taking place in 
Guelph, on the weekend of May 29-31. 
The centre of activities will be on die 
campus of the University of Guelph where 
accommodation, meals, lectures and 
indoor workshops will take place. 
Featured guests include wildlife artist 
Robert Bateman, and Bob MacDonald, 
host of the popular CBC radio show 
“Quirks and Quarks”. HNC members 
may also want to attend a repeat 
performance of Robert McCaw's 
wonderful slide presentation that we 
enjoyed at our February meeting 

Events get underway at 10 am on 


facing the planet at die end ofthemillenium 
will be liberally illustrated with Bateman’s 
ait. 

Saturday also features three sets of 
concuirent workshops beginning at 11 
am. 1:30 pm and 3:00 pm with seven to 8 
choices during each time period; some 
outdoors and some in Topics include 
song writing, nature sketching, ferns, 
hawks, aquatic insects, native woodland 
wildflowers, the Grand River watershed, 
rails-to-trails. and nature games. Robert 
McCaw ’s “Nature: the Spectacular, the 
Scarce and die Sometimes Secret” is 
scheduled for 3 pm. 


Bob MacDonald is the guest speaker 
at the annual FON banquet on Saturday 
evening. He is speaking on “The Endless 
Search for Water, on Tins and Other 
Planets”. Alternatively, you can jom a 
swamp tromp to local amphibian habitat. 

Sunday is devoted to field trips. They 
include: “Birding Luther Marsh”, 
“Potholes, Cliffs and Ferns”, a “Grand 
River Canoe Trip”, a visit to the 
Mountsberg Wildlife Centre, and 
workshops on naturalization and adopt- 
a-stream programs. There’s also a field 
trip devoted to Botany, one on Purple 
Loosestrife and a visit to the 


Friday with “Provincial Issues 
Day”, follow'ed by the FON’s 
annual general meeting from 4 
to 6 pm. Friday evening features 
a “Barbeque in the Trees” 
w'hich w'ill take place from 6-8 
pm at the campus Arboretum 
Centre, follow'ed by a concert 
by Tamarack, oneofCanada’s 
most respected folk groups. 
Other evening programs 
include a “Noises of the 
Night” w'alk, and an 
opportunity to do some 
stargazing at the 
McNaughton Observatory. 

Both Saturday and 
Sunday mornings start with 
a 6:30 am bird walk. Late 
risers w'on’t miss anything 
else if they are awake by 9 
am. That’s the start time 
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Hagen Aqualab, one of the few 
recirculating aquatic research 
facilities in the w'orld, led by 
Dr. Jim Bogart. 

Conference fees are $55 
per person for the Saturday 
and Sunday sessions 
(including lunches), if you 
register by April 30. The 
Friday barbeque and 
concert as well as 
^ Saturday’s FON dinnerare 
extra, as are other meals 
and accommodations. 


The hosts for this 
year’s conference are 
the Guelph Field 
Naturalists. For more 
information, contact 
Debbie Near at (519) 
763-6987. H 
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Hamilton Naturalists’ Club: Wednesday Evening Walks 


Preliminary Listing 
April 29 6:30 p.m. 

Spring Flowers in the Dundas Valley 

Meet on Martin Road in the Valley behind 
the Morgan Firestone (Ancaster) Arena. 
Leader: Dean Gugler 627-9779 

May 6 6:30 p.m. 

Upper Red Hill Valley 

Meet at Mud Street Access to the Red Hill 
Valley Trails, just west of Mount Albion 
Road. 

Leader: Don McLean 664-8796 
May 13 6:30 p.m. 

Princess Point: Wildflowers and Birds 

Meet at the Princess Point parking area, 
north end of Longwood Road. 

Leader: Rick Snider 527-5456 

May 20 6:30 p.m. 

Dundas Valley Warbler Walk 

Meet at the end of Turnbull Road (off Old 
Ancaster Road) in Dundas. 

Leader: Michael Clark 627-5176 

May 27 6:30 p.m. 

The Song of the Woodcock 
in the Red Hill Valley 

Meet in the valley, near the Creek, below 
the Rosedale Arena. Follow the road 
behind the arena towards the baseball 
fields. Rosedale Arena is located at the 
south end of Cochrane Avenue. 

Leader: John Hannah 627-1453 


June 3 6:30 p.m. 

Nesting Birds in the Hendrie Valley 

Meet at Cherry Hill Gate, Rose Garden 
parking lot, on Plains Road opposite the 
RBG Headquarters. 

Leader: Dan Welsh 639-3227 

June 10 6:30 p.m. 

Breeding Birds and Wetland Ecology 

Meet at 1156 5th Concession West, 
approximately 0.6km west ofMiddletown 
Road, (approx. 8.5km west ofHwy. 6). 

Leader: Rob Dobos 659-7732 

June 17 6:30 p.m. 

Falcon Watch: 1998 

Meet in the Board of Ed. parking lot, S-E 
comer of King and Bay to learn more 
aboutthe Sheraton’s famousguests. Bring 
your binoculars. Two hours free parking 
at the York Street parkade opposite 
Eaton’s. 

Leader: Bilan Burgeon: 648-6153 

June 24 6:30 p.m. 

Spencer Creek Dundas 

Meet in the school bus parking area, 
Cootes Drive and King Street, kitty-comer 
from the Beer Store in Dundas. 

Leader: Brian Wylie 627-4601 



July 1 1 00 p m NOTE THE TIME 

“Trail to Confederation” 

Meet at Globe Park at the east end of 
Brampton Street off Woodward Avenue. 
Leader: Don McLean 664-8796 

July 8 6:30 p.m. 

Ferns on the South Shore Trail 
Meet in the Children’s (a.k.a. Teaching) 
Garden parking area, Dalewood and 
Marion Streets in Westdale. 

Leader: Hazel Brooker 527-0333 
July 15 6:30 p.m. 

Summer Flowers in the Dundas Valley 

Meet on Martin Road in the Valley behind 
the Morgan Firestone (Ancaster) Arena. 
Leader:Dean Gugler 627-9779 

The Wednesday Evening Walks are 
among the Club’s most popular events. 
They’re your opportunity to learn about 
important natural areas close to home and 
to share your knowledge and enthusiasm 
on a range of topic. 

Unless otherwise noted all walks start at 
6:30 p.m. and last approximately 90 
minutes to 2 hours. Wear comfortable 
shoes, and bring along field guides, 
binoculars and your curiosity. Please 
check with the leader if you’re thinking 
about bringing your pet along. 

Watch the Hamilton Spectator Bulletin 
Board or listen to the HNC Bird Hotline 
(648-9537) for updates and changes. H 
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It is that time of year when one's 
thoughts turn to sprucing up the garden. 
More and more gardeners are turfing out 
the exotic (i.e. non-native) vegetation in 
favour of native plants. 

In doing so, any garden, even a small 
city yard, can be made more attractive to 
birds and butterflies with beneficial 
insects, reptiles, amphibians and small 
mammals as an added bonus. This month ’ s 
column therefore looks at some recent 
publications which address this approach. 

Hummingbird Gardens by Nancy L. 
Newfield and Barbara Nielsen (Houghton 
Mifflin $28.99) is a very attractive book, 
all about hummingbirds and how to entice 
them to yoiur garden. However, since we 
only have one resident species of 
hummingbird in eastern North America, 
much of the material in this book is of 
limited interest to local gardeners. 

Better Homes and Gardens’ 
publication Nature's Gardens (Mendith 
$28.00) is a disappointment. Although 
lavishly illustrated with gorgeous 
photographs, these bespeak six-figure 
incomes and properties much more 
extensive in size than the typical urban 


lot. No attempt is made to key the 
“growability” of any of the 
recommended plants to North America’s 
diverse climatic regions. 

Much more down-to-earth is Barbara 
Ellis’ Attracting Birds and Butterflies 
(Taylor’s Weekend Gardening series, 
Houghton Mifflin $19.50). However, 
amongst the recommended plantings are 
several such as European highbush 
cranberry. Russian olive and dame’s 
rocket that are considered invasive in 
these parts and even some such as Queen 
Anne’s lace and thistles spp which appear 
on Ontario’s noxious weed list. 

The hardcover Bird Garden Book by 
Stephen W. Kress (National Audubon 
Society $34.50) w'ould be my first choice. 
The first half of the book contains much 
useful information about planning, 
planting and providing food, nesting 
shelters, water, etc. 

The latter part of the book features 
recommended plants for five major North 
American regions. Information about soil 
and light requirements and plant hardiness 
is mcluded as well as a notation as to 
whether a plant is native or exotic. 

Unfortunately only trees, shrubs and 
vines are mcluded. This w'ould enable 
one to successfully plan the “bones” of 
one’s wildlife garden but one w'ould also 
probably like to enhance these with some 
colourful herbaceous perennials and 
annuals. 

On a modest but realistic scale is the 
Backyard Wildlife Habitat kit prepared 
by the National Wildlife Federation 
($24.99). It includes The Backyard 
Naturalist by Craig Tufts and a Backyard 
Wildlife Habitat Planning Guide. 
Although it does not include specific 


listings of plants, it does contain many 
practical suggestions for making one’s 
property attractive to wildlife. Once the 
four basic components (food, w'ater. cover 
and places to raise young) have been 
provided, one can submit the enclosed 
application form to have one’s garden 
certified as a Backyard Wildlife Habitat. 

All of the foregoing books and 
materials are available at Wild Birds 
Unlimited, 3350 Fairview' Street, 
Burlington. Many thanks to Eleanor and 
David Wood for allowing me to borrow 
copies for review'. 

A supplement which lists plants 
deemed mvasive in our area appeared in 
the Autumn 1995 issue of Seasons 
magazine, published by the Federation of 
Ontario Naturalists. Pi 

April 13th 
Club Meeting 

Freshwater Mussels: One of the 
Most Endangered Group of 
Animals in North America 

Janice Smith, Aquatic Biologist, 
National Water Research 
Institute 

Freshwater mussels are one of the 
most endangered groups of animals in 
North America, but few people know 
much about them. In this talk. Janice 
Smith will describe the unique biology 
and life history of the freshw'ater 
mussel, acquaint you with many of the 
40 species that are native to southern 
Ontario, discuss the reasons for their 
decline in Canada and the United States, 
and tell you w'hat is being done, or 
should be done, to protect them. 


page 156 






The Wood Duck 


April 1998 


Caring For The Niagara Escarpment 


by Jason Thome 

The Bruce Trail Association’s 
mission statement has two basic 
components: (i) provide a public footpath 
along the Niagara Escarpment and (ii) 
promote protection of the Escarpment 
and appreciation of its natural beauty. 

We have done fairly well achieving 
the first goal. The 776 km Bruce Trail 
stretches from Queenston Heights to 
Tobermory; passing through the 
Fruitlands of the Niagara Peninsula, the 
rugged parklands of downtown Hamilton, 
the rolling Caledon Hills, the Mad and 
Pretty River valleys, the Blue Mountain 
highlands, the beautiful Beaver Valley, 
and the cliffs of the Georgian Bay 
shoreline. 

But how de we promote protection of 
the Escarpment and appreciation of its 
natural beauty? The answer, in part, lies 
in the stewardship of the land for which 
we have responsibility. 

Over the years, the Bruce Trail 
Association (BTA) has acquired title to, 
or management responsibility for, over 
60 properties all along the Escarpment. 
These properties range in size fr om a few 
acres to several hundred and they 
encompass a wide variety of natural 
features. 

To look after these properties, the 
BTA has launched a new Land 
Stewardship Program. This program 
involves compiling a biophysical 
inventory, environmental assessment, and 
management plan for each site and then 
using nearly 100 Volunteer Land Stewards 
to monitor them over time. When all of 


The Bruce Trail Association 
Launches The Largest Land 
Stewardship Program Of Its 
_ Kind hi Ontario _ 

these components come together this 
Spring, it will be the largest land 
stewardship program ever undertaken by 
a non-governmental organization in 
Ontario, if not Canada. 

To make this ambitious program a 
success we reed your help! 

We still need 20 more Volunteer 
Land Stewards for our properties along 
the Escarpment in Grey, Bruce, Dufferin, 
and Simcoe Counties to achieve our goal 
of at least one Steward for every Bruce 
Trail property. 

Being a Land Steward involves 
getting off the trail and observing the 
property' as a whole. Each Land Steward 
will be given a checklist for theirproperty 
which they will fill out twice a year. 

Completing this checklist will involve 
identifying hazards andunauthorizeduses, 
monitoring ecological change, 
commenting on natural features, and 
observing plant and animal life. The 
information collected by Stewards will 
be integral to the management and 
preservation of these lands. 

In May, the Bruce Trail willbe hosting 
training workshops for Land Stewards in 
Beamsville, Glen Williams, Orangeville, 
Thombury, and Owen Sound to provide 
them with the tools they will need to 
evaluate and assess their properties. Land 
Stewards can be either local or seasonal 
residents, as long as they can visit the 


property at least twice each year. 

We also need to identify resource 
people that our Land Stewards and field 
staff could call upon for advice and 
information. Can you identify rare flora 
or fauna? Do you have particular 
knowledge of a specific property' or area 
along the Escarpment which may be near 
one of our sites? Do you or someone you 
know have a good knowledge of local 
history? These are just a few of the skills 
which would be useful to our program. 

If you can offer one or more of these 
skills or if you would be interested in 
being a Land Steward for one of our 
northern properties, please contact Jim 
Macdonald or Jason Thome at (905) 529- 
6821. Si 
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Masked Wonders of the Galapagos 


by Jim & Jean Stollard 

Approximately 160 people came to 
the RBG Headquarters building to hear 
Glen Barrett relate his experiences doing 
research on Masked and Blue-footed 
Boobies on the island of Espanola in die 
Galapagos. Glen toiled there for five 
months, from November 1996 til March 
1997, checking nests, doing 
measurements and banding chicks. He 
spent Ins days watching nests and 
recording events in temperatures that 
reached, at times, 40° C. 

Six people stayed at die field camp 
where drinking water had to be unported 
and electricity for lights and radios came 
from solar panels. Obtaining electricity 


by Lynda Lukasik 

The tune has come to stand up for the 
Red Hill Valley! 

No organization knows better than 
the Hamilton Naturalists' Club how 
valuable a part of our local ecosystem die 
Red Hill Valley really is. Club efforts 
made an impressive biological inventory 
possible, providing detailed docu¬ 
mentation of the rich diversity- of flora 
and fauna found within the valley. The 
studies make it clear - the Red Hill Valley 
is no place for an expressway. 

Regardless of die mountuig evidence 
strongly attesting to the value of this 
urban wild space, a majority of Hamilton- 
Wentwoith politicians continue to support 
the construction of the expressway in die 
Red Hill Valley. If the Region continues 
on its current path, construction of die 
upper stretch ofthe north-south 


from the sun was not difficult when Glenn 
was diere for the climate was sunny and 
dry with rainfall occurring twice a week 
at night. At the end of the program, Glenn 
showed us a picture of the area, taken this 
winter It showed the devastating effects 
of El Nino, as heavy ram sent streams of 
water flowing over die rocks, affecting 
the nests. With the rain came mosquitos, 
making life in the field unpleasant. 

The Boobie. bodi Masked and Blue¬ 
footed, nest on ocean side shores and 
cliffs which i ise about 200 feet from the 
rock}- shore. 

The Masked Boobie usually 
incubates two eggs but only one hatchling 


expressway will begin at the Mud Street 
interchange this autumn. 

You might be asking yourself what 
you can do at dus point. Well, it’s as 
simple as opening up your appointment 
book and marking "Red Hill Rally” on 
the evening of May 5th An hour or two 
in front of Hamilton City Hall may very 
well make a world of difference for the 
Red Hill Valley. One small commitment 
from each of us adds up to power in 
numbers. And don’t worry if you're not 
a seasoned protester. This event is meant 
to be a rally jf friends, and your friends 
need you now more than ever before! 

If you love the valley, bring your 
family and friends to the Red Elill Rally 
on May 5th, 1998. Meet at 7 pm in front 
of Hamilton City Hall. For more 
information please call 664-8796 or 
560-1177. ^ 


wall survive, as the first to hatch will force 
its sibling out of the nest where the second 
hatchling, unaided by the parent, will die 
of exposure or be taken by predators. The 
Blue-footed Boobie practises siblicide 
only during poor food years. 

Glenn discussed a few of the other 
remarkable creatures on these islands. 
For example, the colourful red and green 
Marine Iguanas of Espanola Island will 
stay underwater for 60 minutes while 
eating algae then afterward, flatten 
themselves on the hot rocks to wami their 
frigid bodies. The Great Frigate Bird uses 
its seven foot wingspan to soar high above 
the coastline, chasing other seabirds in 
order to steal their food. Neither birds nor 
mammals show much fear of man and 
Glenn wasted some film before realizing 
that he could just walk up to them to take 
photographs 

Through his excellent pictures and 
humorous, enthusiastic presentation, 
Glenn gave us a rare glimpse into the life 
of a field worker in a distant and desolate 
part of file world, j^j 

May 11th Meeting 

The Ecological Interaction 
of Plants: 

Sex ! Violence ! Pretty Flowers ! 

Stephen Murphy 
University of Waterloo 
This talk will examine the 
mysterious disappearance of wild- 
flowers in eastern Ontario forests. 

Possible reasons for the declines 
will be discussed including the role 
exotic plants have played. 


Red Hill Rally on May 5 
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Noteworthy Bird Records 


by Rob Dobos 


Total species recorded in HS A during 1997 to December 31: 287, Underlined species or dates require documentation by the Hamilton 
Bird Records Committee. Capitalized species require documentation by the Ontario Bird Records Committee. 

Observers: Alf Adamo (AA), Rhonda Barr (BR), Mike Boyd (MB), David Brewer (DBr), Mike Cadman (MC), Gerry Chappie 
(GCh), Nina Chappie (NC), Barb Charlton (BC), Barry Cherriere (BCh), Linda Cherriere (LCh), Michael Clark (MCI), Ted Cole 
(TC), Jim Cram (JC), Mark Cranford (MCr), William Cnns (WC), Tom Crooks (TCr), Hugh Currie (HC), Bob Curry (RC), Rob 
Dobos (RD), Dave Don (DD), Jim Dowall (JD), Brian Driscoll (BDr), Gavin Edmondstone (GE), Lois Evans (LE), Luc Fazio (LF), 
Denys Gardiner (DG), Gerry Guenther (JGr), Dean Gugler (DGu), Gerry Guild (JGu), Carl Hamann (CH), John Hannah (JHh), Kevin 
Hannah (KH), Brian Henley (BHy), Jim Heslop (JH), Ann Hollingshead (AH), Mark Jennings (MJ), Barry Jones (BJ), Ursula Kolster 
(UK); Albert Kuhnigk (AK), Bill Lamond (BL), Dennis Lewington (DL), Gwen Lewington (GL), Corey Lweis (CL), Barbara 
McCracken (BMC), Brian McHattie (BMH), Kevin McLaughlin (KM), Gerrard McNaugliton (GMN), Jamie Miles (JaM), John 
Miles (JM), Matt Mills (MM), Dave Milsom (DMi), Lorelei Mitchell (LM), John Olmsted (JO), Don Perks (DP), Rose Petersen (RP), 
Gavin Platt (GP), Brian Pomffet (BP), Sheri Ross (SR), Carl Rothfels (CR), Alf Senior (AS), Glenda Slessor (GS), Bill Smith (BS), 
Ian Smith (IS), Paul Smith (PS), Rick Snider (RSn), Bob Stamp (RSt), Mike Street (MS), Rohan van Twest (RvT), Rob Waldhuber 
(RW), Phill Walker (PW), Jim Watt (JW), Gavin Wells (GW), Martin Wemaart (MW), Don Wills (DWi), William Wilson (WW), 
Alan Wonnington (AW), Brian Wylie (BW), Many Observers (m obs ). 


Legend: 

* -first occurrence for the year 
F -first occurrence for the migration 
L -last occurrence for the migration 
HSA -Hamilton Study Area 
max. -maximum # reported 
Counties/Regions: 


Plumages,etc.: 

m. -male 
f. -female 

ad. -adult 
imm. -immature 
juv. -juvenile 

1st win. -first winter 


Counties/Regions: 

Brant [ST?] 

Haldimand-Norfolk [77//] 
Halton [HL\ 

Hamilton-Wentworth [HW\ 
Niagara [M7J 
Peel \PL\ 

Waterloo [WT] 

Wellington [WL\ 


NOVEMBER - DECEMBER 1997 

Red-throated Loon: Birds off Van Wagners Beach [HW\. 1 -Nov 1 (DL,GL), ljuv. -Nov 3 (KM), 1 -Nov 7 (AA), 1 -Nov 14 (BW), 
1 -Nov 15 (DL,GL,CH); eight off Fifty Point C.A. [HW/NG] Nov 1 (DL,GL); birds ofFL.P. Sayers Park, Stoney Creek \HW\. 12 
-Nov 9 (KM), 2 -Nov 12 (RD), 1 -Nov 17 (RD); one pasv CCIW [HL\ Nov 12 (RD); two off Green Rd [HW\ Nov 13 (RD). 

Common Loon: Seven ofT Fifty Point C.A. Nov 1 (DL,GL); 33 off Van Wagners Beach Nov 2 (WC); two at Puslinch Lake \WL\ 
Nov 2 (MC et al.)\ three on Hamilton Harbour off LaSalle Manna [HW\ Nov 29-Dec 12 (KM;RD); one off L.P. Sayers Park Dec 
29 (RD). 
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Pied- billed Grebe: One off LaSalle Marina Nov 29 (KM), and two there Dec 1-on (RD,KM;m.obs.). 

Horned Grebe: Birds on Nov 2: 23 -off N Shore of Harbour [HW] (KM.RW), 7 -Puslich Lake MC etal.), 1 Dundas Marsh \HW] 
(MM.CR); one off Burloak Park | HL\ Nov 5 (MB); one at Tollgate Ponds [HW\ Nov 8 (RD.BC); two off L.P. Sayers Park Nov 23 
(RD); two off LaSalle Marina Dec 1-5 (RD,KM;m.obs); one off Fifty Point C.A. Dec 7 (KM); one at N Shore ofHarbour and one 
off Guelph Line [HL\ Dec 14 (KM). 

Red-necked Grebe: The breeding pair at Bronte Harbour [//Z.]remained to the end of Nov (GE;m.obs.); one at Puslinch Lake Nov 
2 (MC et al.); one at Hagersville Quarries [HN] Nov 2 (JH.BJ); one at PetroCanada Pier \HL\ Nov 4 (MB); six off LaSalle Marina 
Dec 1 (RD.KM). and three there Dec 26 (DL.JC). 

Eared Grebe: One off Clarkson [ PL] Nov 2 L (LF). 

NORTHERN FULMAR: One ad. in. light morph ofthe subspecies glacialis was found dead at Van Wagners Beach Dec 11 * (JO), 
providing the second record for the HSA. 

Double-crested Cormorant: 37 off N Shore of Harbour Nov 2 (KM,RW); one at Mountsberg C.A. [HW/WL] Nov 2 (RvT etal.): 
one at LaSalle Marina Dec 6-7 (GE:AA); two at Dundas Marsh Dec 14 (KM); two juv. at Desjardins Canal, Dundas [HW] Dec 16- 
22 (BW;RD); one at CCIW Dec 29 (RD). 

Great Blue Heron: 12 at Dundas Marsh Dec 1 (RD.KM), and eight there Dec 10(UK);twoatTaquanyahC.A. [HN] Dec 8 (DL.GL); 
one at Dundas Hydro Pond [//IF] Dec 16-26 (BW;MM,MC1,AS); one at Van Wagners Ponds [HW] Dec 16-17 (RD;DL,GL); one 
at Red Hill Creek [HW] Dec 26 (KM,RW). 

Great Egret: Two at Dundas Marsh Nov 1-3 (MM,CR), and one there Nov 5 L (MJ); one at Puslinch Twp [WL\ Nov 2(MC etal.). 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: One at Dundas Marsh Nov 2 (MM,CR); onejuv. at Van Wagners Ponds Nov 2 (WC), and one juv 
there Dec 1-24 (RW;m.obs.) and at Mouth of Red Hill Creek [HW] Dec 26 (JO etal.): one at Dundas Hydro Pond Dec 1 (JGu etal.); 
10 at Stelco Hilton Works [HW] Dec 18 (PS). 

Tundra Swan: 106 off LaSalle Manna Dec 1 (RD.KM); birds at Dundas Marsh: 100 -Dec 2, 37 -Dec 15, 15 -Dec 27 (UK); 90 off 
NW Shore ofHarbour Dec 26 (m.obs). 

Mute Swan: One at Grand River. Brantford [BR] Nov 2 (BL). 

Brant: One at Bronte Harbour Nov 8-10 (GE;m.obs.); two imm. at Spencer Smith Park [HL] Nov 29-Dec 31 (KM;m.obs.). 

Wood Duck: Birds on Nov 2: 25 -Middletown Marsh [HW] (RD,BC), 8 -W End ofHarbour [HW] (KM,RW), 8 -Grand River, 
Cambridge [WT] (WW et a I ). 6 -Dundas Marsh (MM.CR): five at Middletown Marsh Nov 15 L (RD). 

Green-winged Teal: Birds on Nov 2: 595 -Dundas Marsh (MM.CR), 73 -Grand River, Cambridge (WW et al.), 68 -Mountsberg 
C A. (RvT et al.), one m. at Grimsby Sewage Ponds [Mr] Nov 29 (AA); 70 at Dundas Marsh Dec 2 (UK); 20 at Princess Point [HW] 
Dec 26 (JCh,NC,TCr); 28 at Windermere Basui [HW] Dec 28 (RC.GS). 

Northern Pintail: 50 at Mountsberg C.A. Nov 2 (RvT etal.); 42 at Dundas Marsh Dec 1 (RD,KM); four at Desjardins Canal Dec 
16 (BW); 11 at Princess Point Dec 22 (RD); two at Christie C.A. [HW] Dec 26 (RD.BC); six at Windermere Basin Dec 28 (RC,GS). 

Blue-winged Ieal: One at Iaquanvah C.A. |//7V] Nov 2 (JM et al.): one reported at Windermere Basin Dec 6 L (DMi). 
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Northern Shoveler: 44 at Mountsberg C.A. Nov 2 (RvT etal.); 150 at Dundas Marsh Nov 5 (MJ),and 100+there Dec 1 (RD,KM); 
14 at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Dec 7 (KM); 37 at Tollgate Ponds Dec 5 (BW), and 115 there Dec 22 (RD), 13 at Princess Point Dec 
14 (KM); 34 at E End of Harbour Dec 26 (RC). 

Gadwall: 325 at Dundas Marsh Nov 5 (MJ). 

American Wigeon: 525 at Mountsberg C.A. Nov 2 (R 1 T el a I,)', 40 at Dundas Marsh Nov 2 (MM,CR), and four there Dec 1 
(RD,KM); two off Woodland Cemetery Nov 27 (RD); one at Dundas Hydro Pond (MCI,AS) and one at Christie C.A. (RD,BC) Dec 
26. 

Canvasback: 20 at N Shore of Harbour Nov 19 (RD); 200 atTollgate Ponds Dec 7 (RC,GS). 

Redhead: 60 at N Shore of Harbour Nov 2 (KM,RW); 2 1 at Mountsberg C.A. Nov 2 (RvT et al .); one m. at Christie C.A. Dec 26 
(RD); 100 off Stoney Creek Lakeshore Dec 28 (RC,GS). 

Ring-necked Duck: 230 at Mountsberg C A. Nov 2 (RvT et al .); 115 at N Shore of Harbour Nov 2 (KM,RW); 30 at Tollgate Ponds 
Nov 21 (RD), and eight there Dec 7 (RC,GS); 15 off LaSalle Marina Dec 6 (GE). 

Greater Scaup: About 8000 off Stoney Creek Lakeshore Dec 7 (RC,GS), and about 15000 there Dec 19 (RD). 

Lesser Scaup: 1500 at Windermere Basin Dec 28 (RC,GS). 

King Eider: One 1st win. m. off L.P Sayers Park, Stoney Creek Nov 9F-Dec 26 (KM;m.obs.), and two 1st win. m. there Nov 17- 
23 (RD;m.obs). 

Black Scoter: 20 off Grays Rd \HW\ Nov 1 (KM); one on Harbour off Bayshore Park [HW\ Nov 2-19 (KM,RW;RD); 60 off L.P. 
Sayers Park Nov 9-23 (KM;RD); one at Bronte Nov 9 (MJ); four off Green Rd Dec 7 (KM); lm., If. off Guelph Line Dec 14 (KM); 
30 off Grays Rd Dec 26 (JD,DG,BS) 

Surf Scoter: 25 off Grays Rd Nov 1 (KM); eight off Bur’ington Beach Canal [HL\ Dec 7 (RC,GS); eight off Guelph Line Dec 14 
(KM); 26 off Grays Rd Dec 26 (JD,DG,BS); 75 off L.P. Sayers Park Dec 29 (RD). 

White-winged Scoter: Six off Bronte Harbour Nov 10 (RD); 500 off Grays Rd Dec 26 (JD,DG,BS). 

Common Goldeneye: 7000 off Stoney Creek Lakeshore Dec 28 (RC,GS). 

Barrow’s x Common Goldeneye hybrid: One m. off L.P. Sayers Park Dec 24 (KM) provided the first HSA record of this rare 
hybrid form. 

Barrow’s Goldeneye; One m off L.P. Sayers Park/Grays Rd Nov 15F-Dec 13 (KM;m.obs.). 

Hooded Merganser x Common Goldeneye hybrid: One m. off Grays Rd Dec 24 (KM). 

Hooded Merganser: Birds on Nov 2: 46 -Mountsberg C.A. (RvT etal.), 19 -Puslinch Lake (MC etal.), 18 -Grand River, Cambridge 
(WW et al .); 24 at Dundas Marsh Dec 14 (KM); one at Desjardins Canal Dec 16 (BW); one f. at LaSalle Marina Dec 12-18 (RD). 

Common Merganser: 1850 at E End of Harbour Dec 26 (RC). 

Ruddy Duck: Birds on Nov 2: 160-Mountsberg C.A. (RvT etal.), 113 -Dundas Marsh (MM,CR), 41 -Hagersville Quarries (JH,BJ); 
two at Bronte Elarbour Nov 8-10 (GE;RD); two off Grays Rd Nov 16 (RD et al.); 50 at Tollgate Ponds Nov 21 (RD), and 16 there 
Dec 5 (BW); 25 at Dundas Marsh Dec 1 (RD,KM); 30 at Windermere Basin Dec 7 (KM), and 50 there Dec 28 (RC,GS). 
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Turkey Vulture: 82 at Oneida Twp (//A'] Nov 2 L (JM 7 ai). 

Osprey: One at Millgrove Loam Pits \HW\ Nov 2 L (RD.BC). 

Bald Eagle: One ad. near Kirkwall [ HW] Nov 16 (JGr); oneimm. over Dunning Ct, Dundas [HW\ Nov 18 (MM); one ad. over White 
Chapel Cemetery [. HW] Dec 12 (SR); one ad. over Dundas Valley [HW] Dec 13 (DGu.AH); lad.,limm. at Stelco Hilton Works Dec 
14 (fide PS); one imm. past CCIW Dec 30 (RD). 

Northern Harrier: One at Albion Falls C.A. [HW\ Dec 26 (AA). 

Northern Goshawk: One at Oneida Twp Nov 2 (JM); one over St. Augustines Cemtery, Dundas [HW\ Nov 8 (MM); one at 
McMaster University' [HW\ Nov 9 ( fide MS); one at Moore Rd near Blackheath [//A] Dec 14 (LE); one at Dundas Marsh Dec 26 
(BDr). 

Red-shouldered Hawk: One at Cone 5 E of Brock Rd [HW\ Dec 7 L (BC). 

Red-tailed Hawk: One rufous morph cctlunts at N Shore Cootes Paradise [HW\ Nov 9 (MM,GP). 

Rough-legged Hawk: One dark morph over Berry Tract [HW\ Nov 9 (RD.BC); one at Mount Hope [HW] Nov 16 (UK); one at 
Cone 6 W of Valens Rd (RD). 

Golden Eagle: One imm. over McMaster University Nov 16.18 L (fide MS). 

Merlin: Birds on Nov 2: 1 -Mountsberg C.A. (MW), 1 -Brantford (BE), 1 -Ancaster (MS); one at Thorpe St, Dundas [HW] Nov 
4 (BW); one at Hopkins Tract [HW] Nov 9 (MM.GP); one at Valley Inn Nov 9 (MS); one over Dunning Ct. Dundas Nov 18,20 (MM); 
one at Centennial Dr, Burlington [Hi] Nov 23 (MJ); one at Bronte Woods [HL] Dec 5 (RD); two at St. George St, Brantford \BR] 
Dec 9 (BL,KM); two at Plains & King Rds [HL] Dec 17 (BHy). 

Peregrine Falcon: Two remained at downtown Hamilton Nov 1-Dec 31 (m.obs), and likely some of the following reports involved 
these birds; one at Dundas Marsh Npv_5 (MJ); one at NE Shore of Harbour Nov 19 (RD); one at Windermere Basin Nov29 (BCh,LCh); 
one past CCIW Dec 10 (RD); one at Burlington Beach Canal Dec 22 (JO,RSn,RSt). 

Ring-necked Pheasant: One m at Westover Rd N of Cone 8 [HW] Oct 13-Dec 30 (PS); two at Grays Rd (JD,DG,BS) and one at 
Kings Forest [HW] (AA,MCr) Dec 26. 

Wild Turkey: One at Felkers Falls C.A. [HW] Nov 2 (JHh). 

American Coot: Birds on Nov 2: 1500 -Mountsberg C.A. (RvT et al.), 158 -offN Shore of Harbour (KM,RW), 53 -Puslinch Lake 
(MC etcil.); 49 at LaSalle Marina Dec 5 (BW); 72 at Pier 4 Park [HW] Dec 14 (KM); three off Venture Inn Dec 15 (RD). 

Black-bellied Plover: Six at Dundas Marsh (MM.CR) and six at Mountsberg C.A. (RvT et al.) Nov 2 L. 

Killdeer: One at Dundas Marsh (AA) and one at Windermere Basin (KM) Dec 7 L. 

Greater Yellowlegs: Birds on Nov 2: 24 -Mountsberg C.A. (RvT et al.). 18 -Taquanyah C.A. (JM et al.), 9 -Van Wagners Ponds 
(WC); four at Flamborough Speedway [HW] Nov 3 L (RD). 

Lesser Yellowlegs: 15 at Valley Inn Nov 2 (KM.RW), and six there Nov 3 L (AA). 

Hudsonian Godwit: One ad. with an injured leg at Valley Inn Nov 3-14 (AA;m.obs.), at Dundas Marsh Nov 19-Dec 7 
(JO,RSt;m.obs.), and again at Valley Inn Dec 10 L (GMN), providing the first winter record for theHSA and one of the few for Ontario. 


page 162 



The Wood Duck 


April 1998 


Sanderling: One at Van Wagners Beach Nov 2 L (WC). 

White-rumped Sandpiper: Birds on Nov 2 L: 3 -Valley Inn (KM.RW), 3 -Dundas Marsh (MM,CR), 6 -Mountsberg C.A. (RvT 
et al.), 1 -Green Lane Wetland, Paris [AA| (WW el al.). 

Pectoral Sandpiper: Five at Valley Inn (KM,RW) and 14 at Mountsberg C.A. (RvT et al.) Nov 2 L. 

Purple Sandpiper: Onejuv. at Dundas Marsh Nov 1-2 (CRo,MM) and at Valley Inn Nov 9-15 (JO,RSn,RSt;m.obs.); two at Van 
Wagners Beach Nov 22 L (JO et al). 

Dunlin: Birds at Dundas Marsh: 450 -Nov 2-3 (MM,CR,JHh), 1 -Nov 26 (JO,RSt), 3 -Dec 1 L (RD,KM); 126 at Mountsberg C.A. 
Nov 2 (RvT et al.)', 24 at Green Lane Wetland, Paris Nov 2 (WW et al .); 225 at Valley Inn Nov 3 (AA), and 100 there Nov 9 
(JO,RSn,RST). 

Long-billed Dowitcher: One at Green Lane Wetland, Paris Nov 1-2L (BL;WW et al). 

Common Snipe: Nine throughout HSA Nov 2 L (m.obs ). 

American Woodcock: Five scattered through HSA Nov 2 L (m.obs.). 

Red Phalarope: One at Van Wagners Beach Nov 1-2L (GE;WC). 

Pomarine Jaeger: One dark morph juv. at Van Wagners Beach Nov 14 (BW,RD,JO), and two juv. there Dec 10 L (JO et al.). 

Parasitic Jaeger: Birds off Van Wagners Beach: 1 -Nov 7 (JO), 1 -Nov 14 (BW), 1 - Dec 10 L (JO et al), two off Clarkson Nov 
2 (LF); onejuv. found dead at foot of Glover Rd \I1W\ Nov 2 (BS). 

Jaeger species: One off Van Wagners Beach Nov 8 (GE), and two there Dec 10 L (JO et al.)', two off Green Rd Nov 13 (RD). 
Black-headed Gull: One ad. reported at Windermere Basin Dec 6 * (DMi et al). 

Bonaparte’s Gull: 40 off Van Wagners Beach Nov 8 (RD,BC); one ad. at Woodward Ave Sewage Treatment Plant [HW\ Dec 26 
(KM,RW). 

Thayer’s Gull: One 1st win. at Mohawk Lake, Brantford [BR] Dec 9*-27 (BL,KM,BMH); one ad. over Christie C.A. Dec 26 
(RD,BC); one at Van Wagners Beach Dec 26 (JD,DG,BS). 

Iceland Gull: One 1st win. off Venture Inn Nov 9 F (DG,BS,PW); one 1st win. at Van Wagners Beach Nov 14 (RD,JO,BW); two 
2nd win. at Brantford Dump [AA] Dec 9 (KM,BL); lad.,limm. over Middletown Marsh Dec 23 (RD); one ad. over Christie C.A. 
(RD,BC) and one at NE Shore of Harbour (JC,DL) Dec 76. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: Two ad. at Mohawk Lake, Brantford Dec 27 * (BL,KM,BMH). 

Glaucous Gull: One over Middletown Marsh Dec 7 F (RD); one over Christie C.A. Dec 7 F (RD) and 12 there Dec 26 (RD,BC); 
one at Dundas Marsh Dec 23 (RD); one at CCIW Dec 31 (RD). 

Black-legged Kittiwake: Birds off Van Wagners Beach: 2juv. -Nov 2 (WC), 3juv. -Nov 7 (JO etal.), ljuv. -Nov 8 (JO etal.), ljuv. 
-Nov 9 (DG,BS,PW), lad.-Nov 21 (RD), ljuv.-Nov 29 (KM), ljuv. - Dec 10 L (JO et al): lad.,2juv. off Grays RdNov 9 (KM). 

Sabine’s Gull: Three juv. off Van Wagners Beach Nov 14 L (BW). 
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Common Tern: One at Fifty Point C.A. Nov 1 L (DL.GL) 

Snowy Owl: One at Army Camp & Cheapside Rds [HN\ Dec 20 F (JO); one at Mount Hope Airport \HW\ Dec 26 (RP.IS). 
Barred Owl: One at Bronte Woods Nov 26*-Dec 31 (m.obs.). 

Long-eared Owl: Five at 87 Acre Park (Green Mt Rd & 10th Rd E) [H]V\ Dec 13-14 (CL,SR); eight at Hopkins Tract Dec 20-31 
(GW,RB); one at Bronte Woods Dec 21 (JO,RSn,RSt). 

Short-eared Owl: One at Upper Ottawa St Landfill [//R 7 ] Dec 11 (RD); one at Waterdown [HW\ Dec 26 (WC). 

Northern Saw-whet Owl: One at Hopkins Tract Dec 3 (GW.RB). 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: One at Dundas Marsh Nov 2-23 (MM,CR;UK); one m. at Dundas Hydro Pond Dec 17-on (BW); one 
at Cone 6 W of Hwy 6 \HW\ Dec 26 (JM.JaM). 

Black-backed Woodpecker: One m. at Credit River & Hwy' 403 [PL] Nov 15 * (AK). 

Pileated Woodpecker: One at Middletown Marsh Dec 24 (RD); one at Borers Creek C.A. [HW] Dec 31 (GW,RB). 

Eastern Phoebe: One at Dundas Marsh Nov 2 (MM,CR), and one there Dec 7 (JW). 

Tufted Titmouse: Tw'o at RBG Arboretum [HW] Nov 1-Dec 31 (m obs.); one at Waterworks Park, Brantford |/3/?] Dec 9 (BL,KM). 

Carolina Wren: Tw'o at Spencer Creek Woods [HW] Nov 1-30 (MM); six at Brantford (BL) and one at Dundas Marsh (MM.CR) 
Nov 2; two at Beach Ave, Brantford [BR] Dec 9 (BL.KM); one at Dundas MarshDec 23 (RD); two at Dundas Dec 26 (MCI). 

Marsh Wren: One at N Shore Cootes Paradise Dec 1-7 (RD,KM;m.obs.). 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: 15 throughout HSA Nov 2 L (m.obs.). 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: One at Dundas Marsh Nov 2 L (MM.CR). 

Eastern Bluebird: 48 at Onondaga Twp [BR] Nov 1 (DWi); 83 throughout HSA Nov 2 (m.obs.); one at Shell Park [HL ]Nov 8 (GE); 
four at Hendrie Valley [HL] Nov 13 (JO); seven at Mulligan Rd. Onondaga Twp Dec 3-26 (DWi); 14 at N Shore Cootes Paradise 
Dec 6 (DMi el a/.); 45 around Hamilton area Dec 26 (m.obs.); seven at Borers Creek C.A. Dec 31 (GW,RB). 

Hermit Thrush: One at Shell Park Nov 17 (MJ); two at Martins Rd. Dundas Valley Dec 26 (MS); one at N Shore Cootes Paradise 
Dec 31 (GW,RB). 

Gray Catbird: One at Aldershot [HL] Nov 2 L (TC). 

Northern Mockingbird: One at Brant Park [5/?] (BL) and four at Oneida Twp (JM) Nov 2; one at Westover Rd N of Cone 5 [HW] 
Dec 23 (RD) 

American Pipit: 350 at Oneida Twp Nov 2 (JM et a/.); one at PetroCanada Pier [HL] Nov 17 L (MJ). 

Bohemian Waxwing: One at Dundas Valley C.A. [HW] Nov 2 * (RSt.RSn); three banded at Mountsberg C.A. Nov 19 (MW) and 
four banded there Nov 22 (DBr) 

Cedar Waxwing: Birds on Nov 2: 500 -Woodland Cemetery/Vailey Inn (KM.RW), 425 -Dundas Marsh (MM,CR). 
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Northern Shrike: Seven scattered throughout HSANov 2 (m.obs.); one ad. at Bronte WoodsNov 9-Dec 14 (RC,GS); one at Kirkwall 
Rd N of Safari Rd [HW\ Nov 11 (RD); one imm. at Middletown Marsh Nov 23-Dec 26 (RD,BC); one at N Shore Cootes Paradise 
Nov 23-Dec 31 (JO,RSt;m.obs.); one at Rock Chapel Sanctuary \HW\ Dec 22-26 (RD,BC); one at Falls View Rd W of Sydenham 
Rd [HW] Dec 22 (RD); one at Dundas Valley Dec 26 (MS). 

Blue-headed Vireo: One at Six Nations Indian Reserve [BR| Nov 2 L (BJ,JH). 

Yellow-throated Vireo: One at Dundas Marsh Nov 2 L (MM,CR) was record late. 

Orange-crowned Warbler: One at Burloak Woods [HL] Nov 2 (MJ). 

Nashville Warbler: Birds on Nov 2: 2 -Bronte (MJ), 1 -Woodland Cemetery (KM,RW), 1 -Valley Inn (KM,RW); one at Dundas 
Marsh Nov 5 L (MJ). 

Magnolia Warbler: One at Clarkson Nov 2 L (LF). 

Black-throated Blue Warbler: One f. at Hyde Tract [HW] Nov 9 L (RD.BC). 

Yellow-rumped Warbler: 25 at Dundas Marsh Nov 2 (MM,CR); one at Thomdale Cres, Hamilton [j HW] Dec 23-27 (UK); four 
at Dundas Hydro Pond Dec 26 (MM,MCI,AS); one at Wilkes Dam, Brantford [BR] Dec 27 (BL,KM,BMH). 

Palm Warbler: One at N Shore Cootes Paradise Nov 2 L (BP). 

Common Yellowthroat: One at Burloak Woods Nov 2 L (MJ). 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak: One at Oakville [HL\ Nov 2 L (LM). 

Eastern Towhee: Birds on Nov 2 L: 1 -Brantford (BL), 1 -Ridge Rd & 10th Rd E [HW] (DL,GL), 1 -Beverly Twp [HW] (DG), 1 
-Six Nations Indian Reserve (JH.BJ) 

Chipping Sparrow: Birds on Nov 2 L: 3 -Six Nations Indian Reserve (JH,BJ), 2 -Brantford (BL), 1 -Shell Park (MJ); one at Bronte 
Woods Dec 29 (AK,PvD). 

Field Sparrow: Birds on Nov 2: 2 -Burloak Woods (MJ), 2 - 

Brantford Dump (BL), 1 -Van Wagners Ponds (WC), 1 -Oneida Twp (JM); one atN Shore Cootes Paradise Dec 6 (DMi etal.)\ one 
at Dundas Valley Dec 26 (LE); one at Brantford Dump Dec 27 (BL,KM,BMH). 

Vesper Sparrow: One at McGowan Rd [HN] Nov 2 L (JaM). 

Savannah Sparrow: One at McGowan Rd Nov 2 L (JaM). 

Fox Sparrow: Two at Middletown Marsh Nov 17-23 L (RD.BC). 

Lincoln’s Sparrow: One at Dundas Hydro Pond Nov 2 L (BW). 

White-crowned Sparrow: One at N Shore of Cootes Paradise Dec 7 (GW,RB); one at Hwy 20 at Escarpment [HW] Dec 26 (AW). 

Snow Bunting: 11 at E End of Harbour Nov 9 (RC,GS); 11 past Green RdNov 16 (RC et a/.); 300 past CCIW Nov 21 (RD); 40 
past L.P. Sayers Park Dec 14 (KM); 70 at Christie C.A. Dec 26 (RD.BC). 
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Red-winged Blackbird: Four around Hamilton area Dec 26 (m obs ). 

Eastern Meadowlark: Birds on Nov 2 L: 5 -Puslinch Tup (MC et al.), 1 -Flamborough Downs [HW\ (RD.BC), 1 -Valens Rd S 
of Cone 8 [HW\ (RD.BC). 

Rusty Blackbird: Birds on Nov 2:425 -Grand River, Cambridge (WW etal .), 300 -Cone 5, Flamborough (RD.BC); one at Woodland 
Cemetery Dec 1 (KM); one at Valley Inn Dec 2 L (JO,RSt); two at Cone 4 W of Huy 6 [HW] Dec 26 (JMJaM). 

Brewer’s Blackbird: One m. at Six Nations Indian Reserve Nov 2 * (BJ.JH). 

Common Grackle: One at Valley Inn Dec 1 L (RD.KM); one at Ramsgate Dr, Stoney Creek [HW] Nov 29-Dec 31 (DL.GL) 

Brown-headed Cowbird: 12 at Ramsgate Dr, Stoney Creek Dec 22 (DL,GL); 25 at Bingham Rd, Hamilton [HW\ Dec 24 (KM). 

Baltimore Oriole: One f. at Christie C.A. Nov 10-12 (JHh;JO.RSt); one f. at Hardy Rd, Brantford [2JA] Dec 27 (BL,KM,BMH). 

Pine Grosbeak: One at Credit River & Hwy 403 Nov 15 * (AK); one at Cedar Springs [///.] Nov 21 (JO); 40 at Bronte Woods Nov 
22 (fide HC); one at RBG Arboretum Dec 6-7 (DMi;AA); two f. at Huy 8 & Kirkwall Rd \HW\ Dec 7 (RC,GS); one at Woodland 
Cemeteiy Dec 26 (KH). 

Purple Finch: Six at Westover Rd N of Cone 8 Oct 1 8-2ti (PS); one at Hatton Dr, Ancaster [HW] Dec 25-26 (RP,IS); one at Kings 
Forest Dec 26 (AAMCr). 

Red Crossbill: One at Bronte Woods Nov 28 * (DP); four at S Shore of Cootes Paradise Nov 29 (CR); three at N Shore of Cootes 
Paradise Dec 1 (RD,KM). 

White-winged Crossbill: One at Brantford Nov 2 (BL); up to 30 at W side of Shell Park Nov 4-15 (MB;m.obs.); three at Hyde Tract 
Nov 16 (JGr); one at L.P Sayers Park Nov 16 (RD.BC); one at Dundas Transfer Station [HW] Dec 26 (MM); three at Bronte Woods 
Dec 31 (RD). 

Common Redpoll: 40 at Ramsgate Dr, Stoney Creek Nov 13 (DL,GL); 40 at N Shore Cootes Paradise Dec 1 (RD.KM), and 30 
there Dec 21 (UK); 100 at Fifty Point C.A. Dec 7 (KM); 100 at N Service Rd W of King Rd [HL\ Dec 27-28 (DD,GMN,TCr). 

Pine Siskin: 26 at Hopkins Tract Nov 9 (MM.GP); 40 at Dundas Marsh Nov 26 (JO,RSt); 25 at N Shore Cootes Paradise Dec 1 
(RD,KM); 22 at Westover Rd N of Cone 8 Dec 8 (PS). 

European Goldfinch: One m. escapee at Bronte Woods Dec 5 (RD); two escapees at Bronte Rd, Oakville [HL\ Dec 15-16 (BMC). 

Evening Grosbeak: Two at Brantford Nov 2 (BL); 10 at Thomdale Cres, Hamilton Nov 8 (UK); 4-6 at Middletown Marsh Nov 
8-1 /L(RD,BC); one m. at Westover Rd N of Cone 8 Nov 11 (PS); one at Hatton Dr, Ancaster Nov 14 (RP,IS). 

Please send your bird records for January and February 1998 before April 8 to: Rob Dobos, 1156 5th. Cone. Rd. W.. R.R.#2. 
Waterdown, Ont., LOR 2H2: phone: (905) 659-7732; e-mail: rob.dobos(S>ec.gc.ca jjjj 
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by Rose Petersen 

The March meeting began with 
CCIW’s power out and only emergency 
lighting available. There were 74 people 
ready to see and do. Lois gamely carried 
on and the power was eventually restored. 

David Wood of Wild Birds 
Unlimited in Burlington gave as a short 
report of the Great Backyard Bird Count 
carried on by Cornell University. There 
were 15,000 reports from individuals 
across North America reporting a half 
million birds. 180 reports came from 
Ontario with 50 to 60 of those from the 
Golden Horseshoe. 

Mourning Dove, Black Capped 
Chickadee and Northern Cardinal were 
the most common birds. David also 
alerted us to the worry over salmonella in 
Pine Siskins and Redpolls. He also 
mentioned that his store has finally 
received bird field guides in French. 

Lois reported that the Ross 
Thompson Trophy that used to be 
awardedto a teenage birder for the most 
birds seen in a year is being re- activated. 
She urged young birders to keep good 
records. 

Dennis Lewington led the sightings 
section with a quick report of his and 
Gwen’s good birding experiences with 
Wilf Yusek in Florida. 


He also gave an OFO Award to Jack 
and Dawn Christilaw for their hospitality 
in sharing the Varied Thrush over the past 
two months. 

The first week of hawk w'atching 
produced 406 birds, mostly Red- Tailed 
with a few' Red Shouldered and Turkey 
Vultures and 5 or more Bald Eagles. 
Mike Street also mentioned that last week 
there was a flight of 50 Downy 
Woodpeckers, morethan he’s seen before. 

Several of our members reported 
seeing a few more than usual at their 
feeders during that time. 

Ron Ridout spoke to us about what 
the Bird Studies Canada (formerly Long 
Point Bird Observatory) does. He says 
even though the namehas changed to 
reflect national interest the projects are 
the same. 

He was pleased to announce that a 
private donation enabled them to purchase 
part of the wood lot at Old Cut that they 
did not own. 

His main purpose was to drum up 
support for the Bailee Bird-A-Thon either 
by participating in the count or supporting 
those that are. 

He pointed out that part of the 
proceeds go back to the Naturalist Club. 
Last year thi'teen people from our club 
raised $3,679.58 which brought back to 
the club $962.85. 

Rob Dobos gave a “Hot Spot” report 
on an Agreement Forest Tract known as 
The Hyde Tract in Flamborough. He 
provided us with a map and information 
of the type of habitat and what can be 
hoped for especially for breeding birds in 
the summer. Bug repellant and a compass 
are important here. 


He also listed a couple of nearby 
places such as a swamp area good for 
rails; and a good place to listen for 
Grasshopper and Clay Colored Sparrows. 
An excellent summary of a location that 
some of us might not know'. 

The power came on and Lois was 
able to show us the second half of her 
slide show of Costa Rica. She told us how 
it is indeed a paradise especially in light of 
difficulties in some of the places in South 
America. She did say that one needs to 
exercise common sense and caution, as 
you should do anywhere. 

The roads aren’t great. Lois and 
Hazel Broker were with a small group led 
by Richard Knapton. They were using a 
rented a van. The van, right from the start, 
kept getting flats, or had battery problems 
and even the undercarriage threatened to 
fall off and had to be tied up with a 
shoelace so they could continue. True to 
Lois’ outlook on things she said “Oh 
well, it is part of the fun.” 

Their group had the honour to meet, 
and have lunch with, Alexander Skutch, 
the world renowned author who studies 
bird behaviour. He and his wife are 
longtime residents there, living modestly 
with no running water, no hydro, and no 
car. 

Lois saw 325 total species on her 
two week trip. She said she would go 
again as there is much more to see. )pj 
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BARC Opposes Expressway Project 


The Bay Area Restoration Council 
has adopted a motion concerning the Red 
Hill Expressway project and'forwarded it 
to the Regional Council of Hamilton- 
Wentworth. They requested permission 
to address the Environmental Services 
Committee on this issue, however this 
committee decided to refer the matter to 
the Transportation Services Committee. 
As a result, a request filed in early 
February was not accommodated until 
March 30. The full text of the BARC 
resolution is reprinted below. 

The Board of Directors of the Bay 
Area Restoration Council believes that 
the proposed north-south expressway 
through the Red Hill Valley is inconsistent 
with tiie Hamilton Harbour Remedial 
Action Plan. Consequently, the BARC 
Board opposes the project in its present 
form. In light of the Remedial Action Plan 
and other changes that have occurred 
since the Consolidated Board Hearings in 
1984-85, BARC requests that the Regional 
Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth 
conduct a public re-examination of the 
north-south expressway, including the 
need for the project and its proposed 
location within the Red Hill Creek valley. 

The twelve-year-old environmental 
assessment of the expressway project is 
out of date. In particular, the nature and 
seventy of the impacts of the project on 
Hamilton Harbour have never been 
examined. Knowledge of the significance 
of the Red Hill Valley ecosystem has 
greatly increased in that penod. along 
with information about pollutant pathways 
and the serious degradation that has 
already taken place. 


The proposed expressway project is 
not in keeping with an ecosystem approach 
to watershed sustainability. On the 
contrary, it contradicts or negatively 
impacts about one-third of the 
recommendations of the Hamilton 
Harbour Remedial Action Plan. Some of 
the potential negative effects of the 
expressway project include: 

• Increasing toxic loadings to the Harbour 
and limiting future options to reduce these 
loadings 

• Negatively affecting habitat of fish and 
w ildlife in the Harbour and its watershed 

• Worsening erosion and sedimentation 
problems associated with Red Hill Creek 

• Disturbing closed landfills and other 
potential sources of contamination 

• Aggravating already severe stormwater 
runoff problems in Red Hill Creek 

• Reducing greenspace, recharge areas 
and public access in the Hamilton Harbour 
watershed 

• Degrading air and water quality in the 
Harbour and its watershed 

• Encouraging further unsustainable 
suburban sprawl development 

We must protect the considerable 
investment made in the Hamilton Harbour 
Remedial Action Plan, and ensure that 
future generations will not have to clean 
up environmental mistakes made by our 
generation. We need to ensure that we 
remain worthy of the recent praise 
articulated b\ Dr. Pierre Beland of the 
International Joint Commission at the 
Regional Council meeting of January' 20, 
1998. 


Huron Fringefest 

"A Spring Celebration" is the title 
of the first annual Huron Fringefest at 
MacGregor Point Provincial Park, Port 
Elgin. Sponsored by the Friends of 
MacGregor Point Park this new ; nature 
festival, scheduled from May 22 to 
May 31, 1998, will have numerous 
activities to celebrate Spring along the 
Lake Huron Shoreline. 

The Huron Fringefest is timed to 
coincide with the peak of the spring 
migration. The park and area should 
be flooded by waves of w'arblers, 
tanagers, and orioles passing through 
the wooded corridoralong Lake Huron. 
Many of these birds remain to nest in 
the varied habitats of the area. 

MacGregor Point Park is the 
provincial park that has special northern 
Lake Huron shoreline habitats that are 
characterized by the endangered 
Spotted Turtles, many species of 
orchids, Dwarf Lake Iris, and coastal 
wetlands. The park is situated within 
a green belt that stretches along the 
shores of the lake from the south into 
the Bruce Peninsula and northern 
Ontario. The green belt is a natural 
highway for woodland migrants. 
Through this corridor Red-bellied 
Woodpeckers, Carolina Wrens, and 
Blue-gray Gnatcatchers have been able 
to extend their range northwards. 

Festival events include: birding 
w'alks, contests, children’s events, bird 
carving demonstrations, art lessons, 
photography lessons, slide show's 
presented by Kathy and Martin Parker 
hikes to hear the birds of the night, and 
a birds of prey demonstration. 
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MONTHLY MEETINGS 

Monday, April 13 8 pan. 

Location: RBG Centre 

680 Plains Rd. West 
Burlington 

Freshwater Mussels 

Janice Smith, Aquatic Biologist, 
National Water Research Institute 
Freshwater mussels are one of the most 
endangered groups of animals in North 
America, but few people know much about 
them. In this talk, Janice Smith will describe 
the unique biology and life history of the 
freshwater mussel, acquaint you with many of 
the 40 species that are native to southern 
Ontario, discuss the reasons for their decline 
in Canada and the United States, and tell you 
what is being done, or should be done, to 
protect them. 

Next Month 

Monday, May 11 8:00p.m.- 

Ecological Interaction of Plants: 
Sex ! Violence ! Pretty Flowers! 

Stephen Murphy 
University of Waterloo 


Plant Study Group 

Wednesday, April 15, 1998 

Program, location and time to be determined. 
Call Pam at 388-4482 for details. 

Anyone interested in a Botany field trip to the 
Bruce Peninsula June 5-7, please call Pam. 

Organizer: Pam Watts 388-4482 


Bird Study Group 

Monday, April 20 7:30p.m. 

Location: C. Centre for Inland Waters 

867 Lakeshore Rd. 
Burlington 

This is an informal meeting featuring a dis¬ 
cussion of recent bird sightings, an identifica¬ 
tion session and a workshop, film or set of 
slides about some aspect of birding. If you are 
a beginning birder, come out to leant more 
about birds. If you are an experienced birder, 
come out to share your knowledge and enthu¬ 
siasm. 

This month: Kayo Roy from St. Catharines 
will do a slide presentation about birding on 
Attu Island, Alaska and Bob Curry will do an 
identification session about brown thrushes. 

Organizer: Lois Evans 545-8171 


Welcome to the Club! 

We would like to welcome the following new 
members to the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club: 

Soren Andersen 
Chris Earley & Jiffy Gibson 
Tony & Connie Heal 
Tamara Flannigan 
Rod & Lynne Keegan 
Maria Kontopoulou 
Rob & Gay Marsh 
Detrick and Lucy May 
Ernie & Cath Rogers 
Jake Rouse 
Ted Siwak 

Beverly Skinner & Bill Theule 
Jen Umlah 
Glenn Welboum 
Dave Wilson 


UPCOMING EVENTS 

Good Friday, April 10,10:00 am 
COME HOME TO RED HILL 

Join Friends of Red Hill Valley and spend a 
good Friday in a great valley. Meet m the 
Rosedale Arena parking lot (south end of 
Cochrane Road). Contact: Don McLean 664- 
8796. 

Friday, April 17, 7:00 pm 
SPRING SINGERS IN RED HILL 

A slide show and display of live specimens at 
will precede an evening walk in Red Hill 
Valley to search for mating amphibians. 
Rubber boots and flashlights recommended. 
Elizabeth Bagshaw school, west end of 
Albright Road. Call Don McLean at 664- 
8796 for details. 

Saturday, April 18, 8:00 am 

LONG POINT & SPOOKY HOLLOW 

Plan to hit the birding hot spots at Long Point 
and return via Spooky Hollow to look for 
early spring wildflowers. Meet at McDonald's 
at Upper James and Rymal. Leader: Frank 
Morley 575-0668. 

Saturday, May 2,9:00 a.m. 

CLEANUP AT SHORT HILLS 

Annual cleanup and frail maintenance at our 
sanctuary. Everyone welcome to help. Meet 
at Battlefield Square parking lot on Queenston 
Road, just east of Hwy. 20. Bring lunch. 
Contact: John Fischer 945-6398. 

Saturday, May 9, morning 
NATURAL AREAS CLEANUP 

Join other groups in the Flamilton and 
Burlington area in the cleanup of local natural 
areas. Call John Struger at 547-5116 for more 
details. 

WEDNESDAY EVENING WALKS 
Start on April 29 

Please refer to the preliminary listing on page 
155 for details. 
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President: 


Jean Stollaid 

634-3538 

Vice-President: 


Pierre Arnold 

648-2519 

Secretary: 


Gillian Quick 

627-4714 

Treasurer: 


Walter Muma (519) 622-6954 

Directors 


Conservation/Education: 

Brian McHattie 

540-1441 

Director-at-Large: 


Don McFadyen 

627-1034 

Field Events: 


Terry Stortz 

777-8151 

Membership: 


Jocelyn Neysmith 

540-1441 

Past President: 


Betty Blashtll 

664-8796 

Program: 


Glenn Barrett 

546-9764 

Publicity: 


Christine Bishop 

648-8665 

Sanctuary: 


Frank Morley 

575-0668 

Social: 


Cathy Cooper 

545-0791 

Wood Duck Editor: 


Don McLean 

664-8796 

Co-ordinators and 

Representatives 

Jr. Nats Co-ordinator: 


John Hannah 

627-1453 

Plant Study Group Leader: 

Pam Watts 

388-4482 

Mailing Co-ordinator: 


Norm Ralston 

383-1397 
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648-2519 
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Membership Fees 1997-98 


Life Membership 

$350.00 

Single Membership 

25.00 

Senior/Student Single Membership 

20.00 

Senior/Student Joint Membership 

25.00 

Family Membership 

30.00 

Junior Naturalists - first child 

40.00 

Junior Naturalists - additional children 

25.00 

Honorary Lite Member 

None 


HNC Publications 


Hamilton- Wentworth Natural Areas Inventory 
(2 volumes) $60.00 

Reptiles and Amphibians of the Hamilton Area 20.00 

Checklist of the Birds of Hamilton-Wentworth 1.00 

Date Guide to Birds of Hamilton-Wentworth 1.00 

Citizens' Guide to the Protection of 

the Natural Areas of Hamilton-Wentworth Free 

Naturally Hamilton: A Guide to the 

Green Spaces of Hamilton-Wentworth Free 
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